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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This communication is responsive to an amendment filed 7/25/05. 

2. Claims 1-40 are pending in this application; and, claims 1 and 20 are 
independent claims. Claim 23 has been amended. This action is made Final. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. Although section [0008] of the "Background of the 
invention" of the published application mentions a "target decomposable visual 
component", nowhere are "target decomposable visual component" along with 
"computing device" described in the specification as filed. Therefore, the examiner will 
interpret claim 23 to be similar in scope to claim 24, i.e. that the target device is a non- 

# 

computing device. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 1 and 3-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Warman et al. ("Warman") in view of Humpleman et al. ("Humpleman"). 

As per claim 1 , although Warman teaches a method of creating a decomposable 
visual component in a visual networking operating system comprising providing visual 
component templates using OOA/OOD (col. 24, lines 7-33; col. 30, lines 42-56; col. 37 
line 46 through col. 38, line 18), instantiating the decomposable visual component (figs. 
14-16) and configuring the decomposable visual component while the decomposable 
visual component is operating (Abstract; col. 12, lines 5-29; e.g. monitoring power level 
input and then changing the meter when the power level fluctuates), Warman does not 
explicitly disclose using a library of visual components. Humpleman teaches the use of 
a library of visual components (col. 7, lines 55-59; col. 15, lines 29-41; col. 17, lines 7- 
29; col. 21 , lines 3-20). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time 
of the invention to include Humpleman's teaching of a library of visual components to 
Warman's teaching of visual components so that routines/subroutines that are often 
used can be called without duplication of coding for increased programming efficiency. 

As per claim 3, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein 
configuring the decomposable visual component comprises adding an image to the 
visual component (Warman: figs. 14-16; Abstract; col. 12, lines 5-29). 

As per claim 4, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein 
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configuring the decomposable visual component comprises changing at least one 
parameter of the decomposable visual component (Warman: figs. 4 and 6; col. 3, lines 
41-59; col. 12, lines 5-29; col. 10, lines 33-63). 

As per claim 5, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein 
configuring the decomposable visual component comprises changing a style of 
decomposable visual component (Warman: col. 16, lines 3-23). 

As per claim 6, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system comprising 
creating an alias of the decomposable visual component (Warman: figs. 4 and 6; col. 
19, lines 41-44). 

As per claim 7, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system comprising 
creating a clone of the decomposable visual component (Warman: fig. 12; col. 20, lines 
63-65). 

As per claim 8, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein 
multiple decomposable visual components are instantiated and configured to form a 
complex decomposable visual component (Warman: figs. 1,4, 10 and 14-16; Abstract; 
col. 12, lines 5-29). 

As per claim 9, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein the 
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decomposable visual component is recursively decomposable (Warman: col. 19, lines 
41 -44; for every DVC there is a set of properties). 

As per claim 10, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system comprising 
connecting the decomposable visual component with a second decomposable visual 
component while the second decomposable visual component is operating (Warman: 
col. 17, line 65 through col. 18, line 4; col. 19, lines 41 -62). 

As per claim 1 1 , the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein a 
change in a value of the decomposable visual component is reflected in a value of the 
second decomposable visual component (Warman: figs. 6 and 12). 

As per claim 12, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein a 
change in a third decomposable visual component associated with the first value is 
reflected in a fourth decomposable visual component associated with the second value 
(Warman: figs. 6 and 12 and respective portions of the specification). 

As per claim 13, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein the 
decomposable visual component comprises a plurality of decomposable visual 
components, including the third decomposable visual component (Warman: figs. 1, 4, 6, 
10, 12 and 14-16; Abstract; col. 12, lines 5-29). 
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As per claim 14, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein the 
decomposable visual component comprises a plurality of decomposable visual 
component and the third decomposable visual component is an alias of one of the 
plurality of decomposable visual components (Warman: figs. 4 and 6; col. 19, lines 41- 
44). 

As per claim 15, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein the 
second decomposable visual component represents a non-visual component (Warman: 
col. 6, lines 30-49). 

As per claim 16, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein the 
non-visual component is a non-computing device (Warman: col. 6, lines 30-49). 

As per claim 17, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein the 
non-visual component is a computing device (Warman: col. 6, lines 50-52). 

As per claim 18, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein the 
non-visual component comprises computer executed instructions (Warman: col. 5, line 
65 through col. 6, line 36). 

As per claim 19, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein the 
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non-visual component interfaces with the second decomposable visual component 
through the standard in and standard out access prints (Warman: figs. 2-4). 

6. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Warman 
et al. ("Warman") in view of Humpleman et al. ("Humpleman"). 

As per claim 2, the modified Warman teaches a method of creating a 
decomposable visual component in a visual networking operating system wherein 
configuring the decomposable visual component comprises controlling the behavior of 
the decomposable visual component (Abstract; col. 12, lines 5-29), the modified 
Warman does not explicitly disclose using scripts to execute controlling the behavior. 
Official Notice is taken that the use of scripts to control an application or utility are well 
known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the 
invention to include the use of scripts to control an application or utility to the modified 
Warman's teaching of controlling the behavior of the first constituent decomposable 
visual component in order to provide users with an implementation preference. 

7. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Warman 
et al. ("Warman). 

As per claim 29, although Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system wherein 
configuring the first constituent decomposable visual component comprises controlling 
the behavior of the first constituent decomposable visual component (Abstract; col. 12, 
lines 5-29), Warman does not explicitly disclose using scripts to execute controlling the 
behavior. Official Notice is taken that the use of scripts to control an application or utility 
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are well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the 
time of the invention to include the use of scripts to control an application or utility to 
Warman's teaching of controlling the behavior of the first constituent decomposable 
visual component in order to provide users with an implementation preference. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. Claims 20-28 and 30-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Warman et al. ("Warman"). 

As per claim 20, Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system 
comprising depicting a control decomposable visual component (figs. 4, 6 and 12; col. 
24, lines 7-33; col. 30, lines 42-56; col. 37 line 46 through col. 38, line 18), enabling a 
user to modify the control decomposable visual component so as to 
generate a change in a first value (figs. 4, 6 and 12-16; col. 12, lines 5-29), 
communicating the change in the first value to the target decomposable visual 
component (fig. 1 ; via bus 28), the target decomposable visual component detecting the 
change in the first value and effectuating a change in a second value and the change in 
said second value effectuating a change in the target decomposable visual component 
(Abstract; col. 12, lines 5-29). 

As per claim 21 , Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system wherein 
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the target decomposable visual component is associated with a target device (figs. 1, 4, 
6 and 12; col. 6, lines 30-52). 

As per claim 22, Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system wherein 
the target device is coupled with the target decomposable visual component so that a 
change in one effectuates a change in the other (col. 12, lines 5-29). 

As per claims 23 and 24, Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system wherein 
the target device is a non-computing device (col. 6, lines 30-49). 

As per claim 25, Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system wherein 
the target device is an application executing on a computing device (col. 12, lines 40- 
44). 

As per claim 26, Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system 
comprising connecting the control decomposable visual component with a second 
decomposable visual component to form a combined decomposable visual component 
(figs. 4, 6 and 12; col. 19, lines 41-44; col. 20, lines 63-65). 

As per claim 27, Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system wherein 
the control decomposable visual component comprises multiple constituent 



Application/Control Number: 10/008,541 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2174 

decomposable visual components (figs. 1, 4, 10 and 14-16; Abstract; col. 12, lines 5- 
29). 

As per claim 28, Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system 
comprising decomposing the control decomposable visual component (Abstract; col. 12, 
lines 5-29; configuring the properties of a DVC) } selecting a first constituent 
decomposable visual component and configuring the first constituent decomposable 
visual component (figs. 4 and 6; col. 3, lines 41-59; col. 12, lines 5-29; col. 10, lines 33- 
63). 

As per claim 30, Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system wherein 
configuring the first constituent decomposable visual component comprises changing at 
least one parameter of the first constituent decomposable visual component (figs. 4 and 
6; col. 3, lines 41-59; col. 12, lines 5-29; col. 10, lines 33-63). 

As per claim 31 , Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system wherein 
configuring the first constituent decomposable visual component comprises changing a 
style of the first constituent decomposable visual component (col. 16, lines 3-23). 

As per claim 32, Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system 
comprising connecting the first constituent decomposable visual component to a third 
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decomposable visual component (col. 17, line 65 through col. 18, line 4; col. 19, lines 
41-62). 

As per claim 33, Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system wherein 
the target decomposable visual component communicates with the application via a 
standard in and a standard out interface (figs. 2-4). 

As per claim 34, Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system wherein 
the control decomposable visual component and the target decomposable visual 
component are on separate computing devices (col. 6, lines 30-52). 

As per claim 35, Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system wherein 
communicating further comprises sending packet information between the control 
decomposable visual component and the target decomposable visual component (col. 
3, line 65 through col. 4, line 17). 

As per claim 36, Warman teaches a method for controlling a target 
decomposable visual component within a visual networking operating system wherein 
communicating further comprises communicating over an internetwork (fig. 1). 

As per claim 37, Warman teaches a computer readable medium containing 
computer executable instructions for performing any of the methods at Claims 1-19. 
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As per claim 38, Warman teaches a computer readable medium containing 
computer executable instructions for performing any of the methods at Claims 20-36 
(col. 5, line 65 through col. 6, line 36). 

As per claim 39, Warman teaches a computer apparatus, within a computing 
network, the apparatus operative to execute instructions for performing any of the 
methods of Claims 1-19 (col. 5, line 65 through col. 6, line 36). 

As per claim 40, Warman teaches a computer apparatus, within a computing 
network, the apparatus operative to execute instructions for performing any of the 
methods of Claims 20-36 (col. 5, line 65 through col. 6, line 36). 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed 7/25/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argued the following: 

(a) Nowhere does Humpleman teach providing a library of visual component 
templates. 

(b) While Warman may teach a control decomposable visual component, 
Warman does not teach a target decomposable visual component. 

The examiner disagrees for the following reasons: 

Per (a), in response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, 
one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the 
rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 41 3, 
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208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1 981 ); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1 091 , 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. 
Cir. 1986). Warman teaches visual component templates (col. 24, lines 7-33; col. 30, 
lines 42-56; col. 37 line 46 through col. 38, line 18). The teaching extracted from 
Humpleman is for the feature of the use of a library of visual components (col. 7, lines 
55-59; col. 15, lines 29-41 ; col. 17, lines 7-29; col. 21, lines 3-20). 

Per (b), Warman teaches that the target decomposable visual component is the 
decomposable visual component being changed by the user, i.e. the user 
communicates the modification to a DVC, the modification is detected and effects a 
change in the target DVC (Abstract; figs. 1, 4, 6, 12 and 14-16; col. 12, lines 5-29; col. 
24, lines 7-33; col. 30, lines 42-56; col. 37 line 46 through col. 38, line 18). 

Furthermore, the Office notes that applicant did not contest the factual assertion 
set forth under Official Notice in paragraph two of sections four and five of the Office 
Action of 4/2 1/05. 

Conclusion 

1 0. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Inquires 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Le Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4068. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00 am to 
3:30 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (571) 272-4063. 

The fax numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follows: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official Communication] 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 
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